
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Two Kinds of People 

     I am sure that many, many times you have heard the expression, “In this 

word there are just two kinds of people.” And then, of course, the person 

who makes that statement proceeds to tell you who those two kinds of 

people are. This expression is a favorite tool of speechmakers. It is one of 

my favorites, too! It offers all kinds of possibilities. For example, there are 

just two kinds of people: 

o Men and women 

o Haves and have nots 

o Those who agree with me and those who are wrong 

o Producers and consumers 

o Those who divide the world into two kinds of people and those who 

don’t 

     Obviously, this expression has been used so frequently and so loosely 

that many of us just do not take it seriously. BUT STILL when Jesus speaks 

up saying there are two kinds of people, I think we had better stop and 

listen to Him. That is exactly what He did in the Gospel this morning. His 

very words are: “The man who is not with me is against me. The man who does 

not gather with me, scatters.” 

     That pretty well says it all! He draws a line in the sand. On one side are 

the people who are for Christ; on the other side are the people against 

Christ. Apparently, no one is straddling the line. So that forces each of us to 

make a choice. It raises the question:  who of us is on the Lord’s side? 

     The statement was made when Jesus having an encounter with the 

leaders of the Jewish people. They said He had cast out a devil by using the  
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power of the devil. And Jesus answered, “Every kingdom divided against itself 

is laid waste; any house torn by dissension falls.” If Satan is divided against 

himself, how can his kingdom last? 

     It is obvious the Jews were talking about a world that is really all fouled 

up. Sounds like our world, doesn’t it? And in that world the devil is at 

work fighting against the devil. It’s a world where wrong is sometimes 

right and right is sometimes wrong. It’s a world where you can’t really tell 

the good guys from the bad guys. And we know Jesus would not accept 

that. The world of Jesus is a moral world. In His World there are two 

definite sides: right and wrong. God is on one side and the devil is on the 

other. In the eyes of Jesus these are the moral realities of the world and 

people have to make a choice. You are either with him or you are against 

Him. There is no middle ground. 

     That leaves us with a very curious question: who among US is on the 

Lord’s side? You know I think some day the answer to that question is 

going to produce some real surprises. When the truth is known, we are all 

going to be amazed at some of the people we find on both sides. 

    That tells me you and I can’t answer that question for anyone except 

ourselves. Who is on the Lord’s side? You and I should make it our main 

concern that we will always be on the Lord’s side. 

 

    

*Inspired by Luke 11:14-23 


